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DEROS Random-orbit Sander

Mirka’s compact electric sander performs like an air-powered tool.

avoid sanding as much as possible
I— but sometimes it has to be done.

Since early 2010, when we got a
Mirka CEROS (Compact Electrical
Random Orbital Sander) in for pre-
release testing, that’s been my go-to
tool for this dreaded task.

What I've never liked about the
CEROS, however, is that it plugs into
an external power pack that then plugs
into the wall. Yes, the sander outper-
forms other electric sanders (it looks,
feelsand performs like an air-powered
unit), but coupled with the power pack
for which you have to allow room, it’s
far more cumbersome to move around,
there are several connections to check,
and it takes more space to store. And
it’s a bit inconvenient to pack up and
transport.

Mirka’s new 5" DEROS (Direct
Electric Random Orbit Sander),
though...'m wholly impressed. This
4,000-10,000 rpm variable-speed tool
replicatesall that’s praiseworthy about
the CEROS, but it plugs directly into
a typical household wall outlet. No
more external power pack. Plus, the
power cord is integrated into the 18'
dust-collection hose (a 30' hose is also
available), so it never gets in the way.

Atjust 2.3 pounds on our postal
scale, the DEROS weighs less than the
Ridgid R2601 electric random-orbit
sander (ROS) I bought for use at home
(3.4 pounds).

In December, I sanded my butch-

DEROS Sander MID550201

Mirka = mirkaderos.com or
330-963-6421

Street price = from $595

= viDEO Find out more about the DEROS in
a free Popular Woodworking video.

Price correct at time of publication.
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9' butcher-block counter after sanding.

er-block countertops and leveled the
walls and ceiling of a room that for-
merly featured faux Venetian plaster.
On twowallsand halfa ceiling,and on
one counter, [ used my Ridgid; for the
second room and other counter, [ used
the DEROS. Less weight, coupled with
better balance and control because your
hand ismuch closer to the work, makes
ahuge difference — particularly when
sanding overhead and on vertical sur-
faces (I had alot of both on the walls).

The tool’s height is 3%4"; Porter-
Cable’s 390K low-profile ROS is 4°/8"
in height, which is already 1" or so
shorter than other ROS models). And
the on/off — the paddle on top —is a
lot more convenient than the typical
side-mounted switch.

The dust collection difference be-
tween the two, both hooked up to the
same Festool CT mini vacuum, and
with the same sanding discs (Abranet),

Fast & clean. The Mirka DEROS sander performs like an air-
powered tool —and the dust collection is amazing. The damp
paper towel at right contains all the residual dust wiped from a

was alsonoticeable; 1 had farless clean-
up on both wood and plaster with the
DEROS.

Itsalso quiet; I didn’thave a decibel
meter handyat home, butit passed the
“cat test” — they didn’t run. (The com-
pany’s literature states the dBsas 71.)

The one sticking pointis the price; at
almost $600, this sander is significantly
spendier than other consumer electric
sanders. But the technology and per-
formanceare also significantly better.
So while I'm not ready to say goodbye
to my Ridgid (I can’t bear to bin an
adequate tool, particularly one I don’t
use often), when the time comes for a
replacement, [ will shell out the extra
dough for better performance, better
dust collection and ease of use. There
is likely a lot more plaster work in my
future when I find a new old house to
rehab, so it will be worth it.

— Megan Fitzpatrick
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